
Name _____________________________________________ 
Extra Support for 

Vocabulary and Concepts 

What Are Ecosystems? 
Science Words 
Say each word quietly to yourself. Then read the meaning. 
Read the tip to help you remember. 

environment [en•VY•ruhn•muhnt] the living and nonliving things that surround 
a living thing 

Environment and everything begin the same way. The environment is 
everything in nature. 

ecosystem [EE•kih•sis•tuhm] all the living 
and nonliving things in a place 

A system is a group of things that act 
together as a whole. The “things” in an 
ecosystem are the plants, animals, water, 
soil and other nonliving things. 

habitat [HAB•i•tat] the place where a plant or animal lives 

Habitat and home begin with the same sound. Your home—and your 
community—are your habitat, the place where your needs are met. 

population [pahp•yuh•LAY•shuhn] all of one kind of organism living in the 
same area 

What is the population of your city? The question asks about the number of 
people in the city, not the number of dogs, cats, or birds. Population is 
about only one kind of living thing. 

community [kuh•MYOO•nuh•tee] all of the populations that live and interact in 
an area 

Your neighborhood is a community. The community includes the children 
and adults who live and work there. It also includes the plants and animals. 
The people, plants, and animals in your community are connected. 
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Name _____________________________________________ 
Extra Support for 

Vocabulary and Concepts 

What Are Ecosystems? 
Science Concepts 
Read the Ideas more than once. Do your best to remember them. 

1. The living things in an ecosystem interact. They are connected, or linked. 

2. Living things in the same ecosystem share the resources there. 

3. Different plants and animals may share the same habitat, or space. 

4. The animals and plants in an area are part of the same community.  

5. The plants may be food for some animals.  

6. For some animals, other animals in the community are food. 

7. Forests, deserts, and mountains are land ecosystems. 

8. Desert plants and animals have adaptations for living in a dry ecosystem. 

9. Ocean ecosystems are made up of plants and animals living in salt water. 

10. Rivers, which carry water to the ocean, are fresh water ecosystems. 
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